CHAPTER XX.

OPPOSttlON TO JESUS.

KG the first peiiod of his career, it does nofc appear that Jesus
met with any serious opposition. His preaching, thanks to the
extreme liberty which was enjoyed in Galilee, and to the number
of teachers who arose on all hands, made no noise bt^ond a
restricted circle. But when Jesus entered upon a path brilliant
with wonders and public successes, the storm began to gather.
More than once he was obliged to conceal himself and ily.l Anti-
pas, however, did not interfere with him, although Jesus expressed
himself sometimes very severely respecting him 2 At Tiberias,
his usual residence, the Tetrareh was only one or two lecigues dis-
tant from the distiict chosen by Jesus for the centre of his
activity; he heard speak of his miracles, which he doubtless took
to be clever tricks, and desired to see thein.3 The incredulous
ttere at that time very cuiious about this class of illusions.4 With
his ordinary tact, Jesus refused to gratify him. He took care not
to prejudice his position by mingling with an irreligious world,
which wished to draw from him an idle amusement; he aspired
only to gain the people ; he reserved for the simple, means suitable
to them alone.

On one occasion, the report was spread that Jesus was no other
than John the Baptist risen from the dead. Antipas became anxious
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